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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJ: AMERICANS CAPTURED IN BAN ME THUOT 
REF: (A) STATE 091715, (B) SAIGON 5273 

1. POLOFF CALLED ON ACTING DIRECTOR OF MFA VIETNAM SECTION 
APRIL 23 TO REQUEST THAT GOH AGAIN APPROACH PRG IN ATTEMPT 

TO GAIN INFORMATION ABOUT AND RELEASE OF AMERICANS CAPTURED 
AT BAN ME THUOT. MFA WAS TOLD THAT U.S. HAS EVIDENCE THAT 
AMERICANS ARE BEING HELD PRISONERS IN STOCKADE NEAR DUC CO 
IN PLEIKU PROVINCE. 

2. MFA OFFICIAL SANDOR IOLSVAI WAS SURPRISED TO HEAR THAT 
U.S. HAD SUCH INFORMATION. HE APPEARED SYMPATHETIC AND 
PROMISED TO REQUEST PERMISSION OF HIS SUPERVISORS FOR 
"INFORMAL APPROACH" TO PRG. SAID THAT USE OF ICCS CHANNEL 
WOULD PROBABLY BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE BUT THAT GOH'S 
DIPLOMATIC CHANNEL MIGHT ELICIT MORE INFORMATION. 

JOLSVAI AGREED THAT HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS OF CASE 
PROVIDED GOOD TEST OF PRG INTENTIONS IN DEALING 

WITH NONCOMBATANTS. SAID HE WOULD INFORM EMBASSY 
ASAP RE RESULTS OF GOH INQUIRY. 
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3. IN FRANK DISCUSSION RE PARIS AGREEMENTS, IOLSVAI 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


SAID THAT U.S. HAD BEEN TOO NAIVE IN DEALING WITH 
ASIAN COMMUNIST PARTIES; U.S. SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
SURPRISED BY NVA AND PRG "FLEXIBLE INTERPRETATION" 
(VIOLATIONS) OF AGREEMENTS. HE ADDED THAT "WASHINGTON 
SHOULD NOT HAVE EXPECTED HUNGARY AND POLAND TO ACT AS 
NEUTRALS IN INTERPRETING ICCS MANDATE PARTICULARLY 
IN LIGHT OF THEIR INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS". 

4. IOLSVAI SAID GOH SEES CONTINUED ROLE FOR ICCS, 

EVEN AFTER PRG ASSUMES COMPLETE CONTROL OVER SVN. 

SAID ICCS COULD REPORT TO WORLD CONCERNING HOLDING 
OF ELECTIONS, TREATMENT OF POW'S, AND "IMPLEMENTATION 
OF PARIS AGREEMENTS". 

5. DURING COURTESY CALL SAME DAY ON AMBASSADOR VARKONYI, 
CHIEF, FONOFF DEPT V, AMBASSADOR RAISED MATTER OF 
AMERICANS CAPTURED AT BAN ME THUOT. REFERRING 

TO HIS RECENT CONVERSATION WITH THE PRESIDENT, 

AMBASSADOR SAID THAT WELFARE AND SAFETY OF THESE 
AMERICANS VERY MUCH ON PRESIDENT'S MIND. 

PRESIDENT VIEWED CASE FROM HUMANITARIAN STANDPOINT AND 
THOUGHT OTHER COUNTRIES SHOULD HELP OUT IN LIGHT OF 
THIS CONSIDERATION. AMBASSADOR SAID HE WISHED TO 
CONVEY CONTINUING USG INTEREST IN SECURING RETURN OF 
THESE TRAPPED AMERICANS AND HOPED GOH WOULD ASSIST IN 
DETERMINING THEIR LOCATION AND WELL-BEING. VARKONYI 
SIDESTEPPED ISSUE SAYING HIS OFFICE NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR VIETNAM AFFAIRS. HE WAS SURE, HOWEVER, 

GOH WOULD DO WHAT IT COULD TO ASSIST, ADDING THAT 
AMBASSADOR, IF HE WISHED, WOULD HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO 
DRAW ATTENTION TO PRESIDENT'S VIEWS ON MISSING 
AMERICANS TO HIGHER FONOFF AUTHORITIES IN NEXT FEW 
DAYS OF CALLS. 
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